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Western Sydney Airport acknowledges and pays respect to all past, present and future traditional  
custodians and elders.  We pay respect to the continuation of cultural, spiritual and educational practices  
of all Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander people and pay tribute to the Dharug nation, who’s traditional  
Country we are transforming to make way for Western Sydney International Airport.
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A significant milestone has been achieved  
this month, with more than 50 percent of the 
total earthworks now completed. 

Since initial earthworks to build Western 
Sydney International began in September 
2018, around two million worker hours  
have been clocked up on the project and  
13.4 million cubic metres of earth moved  
around the site.

There are hundreds of workers and more 
than 200 scrapers, excavators, graders, dump 
trucks and dozers, including some of the 
world’s biggest machines, on site working  
to flatten what is a hilly site. 

To put this into perspective, the difference 
between the highest and lowest points is 
equivalent to a 12-storey building.

A total of approximately 25 million cubic 
metres is to be moved to support construction 
of the major elements of the airport,  
including the runway and passenger terminal.  
In total, this work is equivalent to filling  
around 10,000 Olympic swimming pools.

Earthworks are expected to be  
complete in late 2022. 

Earthworks
H a l f w a y  m a r k  a c h i e v e d  fo r
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Open 
Day

C o m m u n i t y

Join us at Western Sydney International 
as we get you up close and personal with 
some of the largest machines building 
Sydney’s new airport at our family 
 friendly community open day. 

  Visit the major earthworks site and 
find out more about the project

  Learn about Indigenous heritage  
and sample some bush tucker  

  Try driving an excavator on our 
training simulator

WHEN:  
Sunday 18 April 2021

SESSION TIME:  
9:00am to 11:00am   

WHERE:   
 CPBACCJV Major Earthworks site 
compound, off Elizabeth Drive between 
Adams Road and Badgerys Creek Road, 
Badgerys Creek.

REGISTER: https://bit.ly/3ftOefE

SPACES  
ARE LIMITED

REGISTER
NOW



6  » Gateway Community Update April 2021

Hive

Aquatic Life

S i t e

P r o t e c t i n g

In July 2020, we welcomed the SiteHive 
Hexanode to our range of environmental 
monitoring devices. This multitasking device  
has both noise and air quality monitoring 
capabilities. Some of the features include 
directional noise and exceedance, image capture 
micro-electromechanical system microphones,  
and optical particle sensors.

We are the first construction project to  
trial these devices in Australia. Using these 
SiteHive devices will provide our team with 
real time data to help proactively meet our 
environmental targets.

As part of the construction of Western Sydney International, 
157 farm dams needed to be removed and filled in to enable 
earthworks to commence. The dam removal process first required 
all aquatic life to be relocated, this involved lowering the water 
level to enable a team of ecologists to enter the dams who 
collected all the wildlife. 

Over 2000 species of aquatic life were then relocated to other 
water bodies or creeks within the airport’s environmental 
conservation zones. This included the relocation of native fish, 
eels, eastern snake necked turtles, tadpoles and frogs. 
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Western Sydney is home to one of the largest 
Aboriginal populations in Australia, so we 
want to ensure Western Sydney International 
is part of a positive legacy of reconciliation 
and respect for the region’s First Australians. 
To help build this legacy, we recently started 
development of our first Reconciliation Action 
Plan (RAP).

Our RAP will include a series of initiatives that 
will guide and positively impact how Western 
Sydney Airport maintains strong partnerships 
with Aboriginal communities and builds cultural 
respect and appreciation across our business. 

Finding opportunities for the airport to improve 
outcomes for Aboriginal people through 
employment, skills development and business 
participation will also be a focus of our RAP.

Part of developing our RAP is bringing it 
to life in a way that celebrates Aboriginal 
culture and artistry. Local Aboriginal Graphic 
Designer Rhonda Sampson from RS Creative 
Solutions recently visited the Western Sydney 
International site to help build her connection 
to the project as she begins work on the digital 
artwork for the RAP.

Reconciliation
i n  A c t i o n
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Major 
Earthworks are 
well underway, 
with over  
200 machines 
operating  
on site

Bui lding Western Sydney Internat ional  
(Nancy-Bird Walton)  Airport  involves  
one of the largest earthmoving  
chal lenges in Austral ian history.  
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CONSTRUCTION PROGRESS 

  Moved the first 12.5 million cubic  
metres of earth

  Importation of sandstone from  
Sydney tunnelling projects

  Installation of stormwater drainage  
under the airport, including pipes,  
culverts and permanent water basins

  Construction of a new site access  
off Badgerys Creek Road  
(near Pitt Street roundabout)

   Sandstone excavation with surface miners. 
The four surface miners are being used to 
cut through hard material on the site.  

KEY MILESTONES  
ACHIEVED TO  
DATE INCLUDE:

More than 
200 

machines  
mobilised

 900,000 
cubic metres  

of topsoil  
stockpiled

600,000 
cubic metres  

of soil  
remediated

Over
2.3 million 
tonnes of sandstone 

imported from Sydney  
tunnelling projects

1800 
personnel 

inducted to site
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SUPPORTING

Supporting 
Nature

Take part in a new project to help make 
adapt your neighbourhood for nature. 
Western Sydney Airport is partnering 
with Conservation Volunteers Australia to 
help make Western Sydney greener and 
more liveable for our wildlife. Focus will 
be on one of the most diverse and unique 
ecological communities located in Sydney’s 
west, the South Creek Sub-Catchment and 
one if its inhabitants, the Sugar Glider. 

Western Sydney Airport’s support on 
this project will directly assist community 
members to participate as science citizens 
by making additions to their backyards or 
school grounds.  

To get involved contact Conservation 
Volunteers Australia on 9331 1610 or  
email sydney@cva.org.au
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Supporting  
our Community
Recently we supported Settlement Services 
International’s (SSI) Ignite small business start-up 
program which supports small business owners 
from refugee and migrant backgrounds, and those 
living with disability start a business or strengthen 
an existing one.

Western Sydney Airport provided support for 
five individual business owners from diverse 
backgrounds, to achieve their business goals, 
support their families and integrate into their  
new home. Two of the businesses supported 
include Ability Beyond Boundaries supporting 
people with disabilities in the CALD space and 
Heroes with Ability providing sports clinics  
for people living a disability. SSI’s says 

“  Ignite’s services are 
vital, now more 
than ever, to ensure 
meaningful social  
and economic 
participation for 
some of Australia’s 
most marginalised 
communities - not 
only through the 
COVID-19 crisis but 
well into the future.”

WSA is committed to driving positive social, 
economic and environmental outcomes in  
Western Sydney. For more information about  
how WSA supports communities visit 
westernsydney.com.au/your-airport/community  



100 Eaton Road Luddenham NSW 2745

Monday to Thursday 10am - 4pm Friday By appointment only
Saturday 10am - 4pm Sunday and Public Holidays Closed

Discover 
Sydney’s 
new 
airport
Book now and visit the  
Western Sydney International 
Experience Centre
1800 972 972  
westernsydney.com.au

Entry is free.  
A self-guided tour can take 
between 10 and 45 minutes  
to suit your itinerary.

Group bookings and school excursions welcomed
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WSA would like to invite students to learn about Western Sydney 
International and be a part of our School Engagement Program.  
The program provides students with an understanding of what is  
needed to build the airport and the opportunities that the  
airport brings. 

The program is suitable for primary and secondary school students  
and can be hosted as an incursion to their school or excursion hosted 
at Western Sydney International’s Experience Centre in Luddenham. 
Located on the airport site, students will be taken through a series of 
interactive activities where they will learn about the region, its people  
and understand the opportunities that will come from Australia’s  
first smart airport.  

For more information on how your school can participate  
please contact info@wsaco.com.au

School 
Excursions
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Work  
to Date
Here you can see a satellite image of the airport 
site, with a map of the layout of the first stage of 
Western Sydney International. This will be updated 
in each issue of Gateway. 

Western Sydney International is on track to open 
to international and domestic passenger services, 
as well as air cargo, in late 2026.
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Legend
Passenger Terminal

 Airport Business Park/Parking

Sydney Metro Train Station

Aviation Support Facilities

Air Cargo Precinct



If you have an enquiry, please contact the Western Sydney Airport Information line  
on 1800 972 972 or via email info@wsaco.com.au. We welcome your feedback  

on how we can better engage with our community.

General enquiries
Phone: 1800 972 972

Email: info@wsaco.com.au

For more information, visit westernsydney.com.au

We speak your language
Need an interpreter? Call the Translating and Interpreting Service on 131 450.

Western Sydney Airport flyWSA

Western Sydney Airport Western_Sydney_Airport

FASTFACTS
purpose-built freight facility

height difference between 
the highest and lowest  
point 12 storeys

3x the area of  
Sydney Olympic Park 

over 200 earthwork 
machines onsite 

new motorways (M12) 
and upgraded roads (The 
Northern Road, Badgerys 
Creek road, Elizabeth Drive)

car parking facilities  
for around 11,500 cars

new Western Sydney Airport 
Metro Line from St Marys  
to Bringelly

3.7 kilometre runway, 
aprons, taxiways and  
other aviation facilities

25 million cubic metres  
of earth to be moved 

International and  
Domestic services under 
one roof

large-scale business  
park onsite


