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Building Western Sydney International (NancyBird Walton) Airport involves one of the largest
earthmoving challenges in Australian history.
Major earthworks are well underway, with over
200 machines operating on site.

What’s happening on site?
• Moving 25 million cubic metres of earth
• Clearing and remediation

We’ve made strong progress on major earthworks,
with over 8 million cubic metres of earth moved so
far, in addition to the almost 2 million cubic metres
moved during our initial earthworks phase. Large
areas of the once very hilly site are being flattened
to make way for the airport terminal, runway, roads
and taxiways to access the runway.

• Importation of sandstone from Sydney
tunnelling projects

Our large excavators have been working their way
through the ridgeline where the old Northern Road
was and our dump trucks are hauling the material
towards the Elizabeth Drive end of the site.

What works are starting soon?

Early next year, surface miners will start operating
to remove rock and dense material that even our
largest excavators struggle to pick up.
We’re also preparing to install drainage across
the site. This will allow us to control water across
the site, during construction and when the airport
is operating. Over 6,000 metres of reinforced
concrete pipes will be installed in this next phase.
Each pipe is 2.44 metres in length so around
2,500 pipes weighing up to 5 tonnes each will be
installed.

• Topsoil stripping
•M
 obilisation of machinery and
personnel to site
• Traffic control along Badgerys Creek
Road.
•P
 ermanent airport drainage installation,
including pipes, culverts and basins.
Since our last update, the project team
have continued to reach new earthmoving
milestones including moving close to
500,000 cubic metres of earth in a single
week!
New machinery and staff continue to
be mobilised with social distancing and
thorough hygiene practices continuing
as part of our response to the COVID-19
pandemic.

Site water usage and dust suppression

Supporting our community
Over the last year, we’ve been providing support in our local communities to positively impact
environmental, education and employment outcomes. Our employees have mentored migrants
and refugees through job readiness programs with Settlement Services International and through
Australian Business and Community Network, mentored students from disadvantaged schools across
Western Sydney to build their confidence and awareness of career opportunities. We’ve also provided
support and hands on environmental rehabilitation in the Penrith local area with Conservation
Volunteers Australia. Safety and accessibility are important to us and that’s why we’re also proud to
support the Blue Datto Foundation to help provide road safety messages to local schools.

Building local community connections
with nature
Hydromulch and
Soil Binders

More than 85% of Greater Sydney’s water is
supplied by Warragamba Dam, which last summer,
reached 43.7% – its lowest capacity in 15 years.
Fortunately, there’s been plenty of rain this year
that has boosted dam levels across Greater Sydney
to 94.2%. On average, Australia uses around
25,000 gigalitres of water each year – that’s
approximately 50 Sydney Harbours.
That’s why it’s important we continue to be water
wise as we build Western Sydney Airport (WSA). It’s
easy to be water wise in your own home by making
a positive impact with some small changes at home,
such as switching to water-efficient toilets and
shower heads, turning off the tap while brushing
your teeth and limiting showers to four minutes.
Western Sydney Airport Major earthworks site area
covers around 1,200 hectares. We have a strong
focus on minimising dust from the project, which
requires a lot of water. Major earthworks began in
March this year, during a drought and extensive
planning has been undertaken to ensure the
project doesn’t run out of water. Without water,
work stops. Dust suppression will account for over
95% of water used on the project with most of the
remainder going towards ensuring the soil has the
right amount of moisture for earthmoving. We have
taken steps to reduce water demand including
hydromulch, soil binders and rainwater storage.

Hydromulch is a special technique that
involves spraying a mix of seed and mulch
on the ground so plants grow quickly.
We’ve applied hydromulch to areas around
the site boundary to encourage grass
species to grow so their roots stabilise soils.
Biodegradable soil binders are also being
used to stabilise haul roads and temporarily
stabilise disturbed areas that are not being
worked, such as the sandstone stockpile.
Both these techniques reduce water
demand.

Rainwater Storage
We’ve constructed enough temporary
and permanent dams across the site to
hold around 416 mega litres of rainwater.
Along with the existing farm dams, our
constructed dams are currently supplying
construction water.
Currently, the project is exceeding its goal
of using 95% non-potable water. The steps
we’ve taken mean it’s likely we won’t need
to use drinking water, except at our offices,
which is great news for our community and
our precious water supply.
The images below provide a snapshot of
some the dust minimisation measures we’re
implementing to minimise the impacts from
our project to local communities during
construction.

For the second year of our partnership, we are
delighted to announce that Western Sydney
Airport is supporting Conservation Volunteers
Australia’s (CVA) project Sugar Gliders, My
Wild Western Sydney Neighbours, as part of
their commitment to building, supporting and
connecting local communities.
Part educational, part practical this new project will
help us understand our communities connection
with nature and raise awareness of how people
can make a positive difference in their community,
backyard and school grounds. This project will
engage with local people to actively adapt their
gardens for nature and contribute to making their
city greener and more liveable.
Focus will be on one of the most diverse and
unique ecological communities located in Sydney’s
west, the South Creek Sub-Catchment. This area
has been proven to support a range of wildlife
such as Sugar Gliders, a protected native species.
As many suburban areas are impacted by land
development, this project is important for the

community to play an active role in understanding
their local native Australian wildlife and re-greening
their neighbourhood.
‘By appreciating that urban backyards can also
be habitat for Australian animals, residents will
be engaged and informed about how to extend a
neighbourly welcome to the humble Sugar Glider’
said Jonathan Noble, CVA Community Engagement
Manager.
CVA will be working with local partners to promote
and deliver activities that bring people closer to
nature. A combination of online and in-person
engagement activities will demonstrate how to
activate greener neighbourhoods. Communities
can participate as science citizens, by making
additions to their backyards or school grounds that
will benefit local wildlife and the community.
“Western Sydney Airport is proud to be supporting
CVA and this fantastic project which encourages
our local communities to connect with their natural
environment.” – Katy Hannouch, General Manager
Community Engagement and Partnerships

If you want to get
involved, please contact
Conservation Volunteers
Australia on
02 9331 1610 or
Sydney@cva.org.au

Aboriginal engagement

Western Sydney International Airport
passenger Terminal

We are working to preserve the Aboriginal cultural
heritage on the Airport site. Through an extensive
site survey and salvage program led by our
Major Earthworks contractor’s archaeologist, 132
potential archaeological sites were investigated
across the entire airport zone. During this program,
138 Aboriginal Site Officers spent over 28,000
hours on the various dig and sieve sites. This
program resulted in over 40,000 artefacts being
uncovered across the site.
The ongoing preservation and housing of these
artefacts is currently being addressed by the
Australian Government who have held consultation
forums with Traditional Owner groups, Local
Aboriginal Land Council, Aboriginal community,
State and Local Government representatives
and various stakeholders. This consultation
program will provide the Australian Government
with specific models for the identification of an
Aboriginal ‘Keeping Place’.
Aboriginal cultural heritage activities will
continue across the Airport site as we progress
implementation of our Topsoil Management and
Oral History Plans in the near future.
In partnership with our Major Earthworks
contractor, we were excited to join Australians in
celebrating the history, culture and achievements
of Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander people
during NAIDOC week from 8-15 November 2020.
NAIDOC week celebrations are held across
Australia each year to celebrate the history,
culture, and achievements of Aboriginal and Torres
Strait Islander people. Each year, NAIDOC focuses
on a different theme that brings attention to
important stories across our communities.

The 2020 NAIDOC theme was ‘Always Was, Always
Will Be’ which recognises that First Nations people
have occupied and cared for this continent for over
65,000 years. Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander
people possess a spiritual and cultural connection
to Country. The Western Sydney International
(Nancy-Bird Walton) Airport is being constructed
on the traditional Country of the Dharug nation.
As the impacts of COVID-19 limited our usual
opportunity to celebrate NAIDOC week across the
community, we were able to bring some cultural
activities to our offices for employees to celebrate.
Our WSA office held art sessions where employees
learned dot art and painted wooden boomerangs
and animals while enjoying fresh damper and
native jams from one of our Aboriginal catering
suppliers Kallico Catering.
Our Major Earthworks contractor held celebrations
in partnership with representatives from
Gandangara Local Aboriginal Land Council to hold
a traditional Smoking Ceremony and help staff
to create handprint artworks for display at the
Airport site office. We also learned about different
artefacts uncovered on the Airport site and
enjoyed testing traditional Aboriginal bush tucker
by Aboriginal catering supplier Plate Catering.

We recently revealed updated designs for the
Western Sydney International (Nancy-Bird Walton)
Airport passenger terminal.
The terminal precinct will include a public plaza,
retail and dining options and will be connected
to the new M12 Motorway and Sydney Metro –
Western Sydney Airport train service.
Western Sydney Airport CEO Simon Hickey said the
integrated international and domestic passenger
terminal will offer passengers and their families a
stress-free travel experience.

“The advantage of designing a new airport from the
ground up is taking a fresh, new approach, learning
from the global experiences of airports, passengers
and airlines,” he said.
“As well as looking at what makes the world’s best
airports work so well, we gained insights from our
airline MOU partners who helped us design a terminal
that will make catching a plane fast and easy.”
Design of Western Sydney International’s passenger
terminal is ongoing. Terminal construction is due to
begin around the end of 2021.

Site progress

Discover
Sydney ’s
new
airport

March 2020

Book now and visit the Western Sydney
International Experience Centre
1800 972 972 westernsydney.com.au
Entry is free. A self-guided tour can
take between 10 and 45 minutes to
suit your itinerary.

100 Eaton Road Luddenham NSW 2745

October 2020

Monday to Thursday 10am - 4pm Friday By appointment only
Saturday 10am - 4pm Sunday and Public Holidays Closed

Feedback from our visitors
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We are providing Community Transport for
the elderly and transport disadvantaged living
in the Blacktown, Penrith and Blue Mountains
City Council areas and have had several visits to
your Western Sydney Airport Experience Centre
in Luddenham as part of our Social Outings.
We would like to thank you for your hospitality
during our visits and the information shared to us
about the new airport being built. Also visiting on
Remembrance Day with our seniors being able
to participate in the ceremony was very special
indeed. Our clients are asking to have regular
trips on offer so we may see the progress of our
new airport being built. Prior to COVID the tour
guide on our buses and morning tea on arrival was
definitely well received and hopefully may take
place again. Keep up the great work and we look
forward to many more visits ahead.
- Trish Donnelly | Active Care Network | Social &
Groups Coordinator (received Nov 2020)
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“Western Sydney Airport is a game changer for
Penrith and the Western Parkland City. Being the
closest geographical centre in proximity to the
Airport and future Aerotropolis, Penrith stands to
benefit on an array of fronts, most notably from an
economic perspective. This once in a generational
project, the largest infrastructure build in the
past 50 years will be a catalyst for job creation,
investment and economic growth, providing
our local community with both employment
and educational opportunities, contributing to a
stronger, more resilient Penrith”.
- Daniel Watson Hayes, Economic Development
Officer, Penrith City Council (received May 2020)

Local employee profiles

Brittany Vella

Having spent most her career in Western
Sydney involved in a number of residential
construction projects prior to joining Western
Sydney Airport, Brittany is proud to be giving
back to her community.
In her role as Community Engagement Officer,
she is responsible for not only delivering
effective communication to the local
community but maintaining strong relationships.
Being a part of the Western Sydney Airport
team, Brittany says it has given her the
opportunity to raise her young family where she
grew up while working close to home.
“I am very lucky to be working on this exciting
project, so close to where I live and have grown
up, meaning I can get home quicker and spend
quality time with my family.”
“I am excited to see the opportunities the
airport will create for my children and the local
community.”

Donson Phetrasy

Born and raised in Western Sydney, Donson
graduated from Western Sydney University and
worked locally before entering the construction
industry.
Prior to joining Western Sydney Airport, he
worked on a number of infrastructure projects
including The Northern Road upgrade and
NorthConnex.
As Senior Media and External Affairs Officer,
Donson is responsible for a broad range of
activities from coordinating and delivering
communication strategies to working with
key industry and government stakeholders on
Sydney’s new airport.
Donson is thrilled to see the evolution of this
once-in-a-generation project from the ground
up.
“It’s great to be a part of a project that will be
the catalyst to creating not only growth and
job opportunities but also 30-minute city for so
many people.”

3.7km

runway
on opening

International

Large-scale
business park
on site

creating
thousands of
job opportunities

Domestic

under one roof

10 million
passengers

annual capacity when
open in 2026

2x
the size of Sydney
(Kingsford Smith)
Airport

25 million m3
of soil to be moved

65,000sqm
purpose-built
freight facility

Height difference
between highest and
lowest point

12 storeys

If you have an enquiry, please contact the Western Sydney Airport Information line
on 1800 972 972 or via email info@wsaco.com.au. We welcome your feedback on
how we can better engage with our community.
We would like to wish you and your family a happy and safe festive season and
thank you for your interest and support in 2020 as we continue to build Western
Sydney International (Nancy-Bird Walton) Airport.
General enquiries
Phone: 1800 972 972
Email: info@wsaco.com.au

We speak your language
Need an interpreter? Call the Translating and Interpreting Service on 131 450.

For more information, visit westernsydney.com.au
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